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FTE R. ſuch Ggnal Inſtances of the good effects 4 
_ - Houſe haye there is no hearty Lover of his 


their account ; and likewiſe to retretich their Numbers, and 
the future, that Profeſſion may not be a grieyance, but, of 
8 | 


Ir would ſeem preſumpruous, 
and therefore, fince I cannot- 
bear to ſay any thing farther in 
And, Sir, If I have mer with any thing that may be thought worthy of your” Conlidera- 
tion, 1 ſhould eſteem my ſelf wanting in that Dury which I owe, it 1 ſhould nor. lay is 


you. And if there be' (as ſome tell us certain' Lineaments in the Face of Truth, 
'with which one cannot be deceived, becauſe they are 'ngt to be counterfeited. I hope the 
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Confiderations which I herein prefuine to offer royou, may ſo farreſemble ir as to meet with your 
Approbation. And I do nordoubr bur in a few Months, this Office, by your Councils, will 
- be brought back to irs pureſt and moſt refined Srate, be purged from its _ Abules, its 
Defects ſupply'd, and ſuperfinous aig + lopr off; That rhe worthy Members of ir as well 
as the generaliry of the Kingdom, may have Reaſon, ro thank the Honourable Houſe for ſo 
great a Good. 
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A Man, Sir, of a very ſmall Intelligence can give you large Accounts of rheir Kna- 
veties and Cheats, (which are in every bodies Mouth ) bur eſpecially if he has had the 
ill Luck ro fall into ſome of their Clutches, for they are ſo tenacious of a good Prize, 
that they ſeldom leave him till his Pockers are empty, and rhen the Cauſe comes ro an 


end: The two Makebartes bring their Clients ro a view, and four make up the matter: - 


Byr this is afrer no mbre can be gotten out of them, when the Life of rhe: Cauſe is gone, and 
when more Money-is ſpent in Law than the value of the thing quarrelled for : Bur in protripeu 
Cauſa eft, the Reaſon is very obvious; and a Man with half an Eye may ſee the occaſion of this 
Abuſe, viz. the Number of the preſent Attornies, for the Clerk of the Warrants of 'the Courr 
of Common Pleas informs me, that there is above 1400 belonging ro thar Court ; and IT believe 
there is few leſs of the King's-bench, and then, Sir, ro conſider ſo many Men ftriving to ger 
their Livings, ſerting honeſt People rogether by rhe Ears, that ſo they may pick their Poc- 
kers, and praCtifing other Villanies ro inrich themſelves, will make the Words of a Reverend 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, ( viz. That a Country Attorney is worſe than a wild Beaft ) 
almoſt Morally; demonſtrable; and-if rhey were as bad in the time of Ed. 4. as they ate'now 
Septies vigints were too mary, and half rhe-number would have lxen morethan enough : Nay, 
6 Arttornies in former Days, were rhought ſufficient for a whole County. And if 6 good ones 
were enough for a County formerly, ſurely 60 are roo many now. Our Anceſtors were cate- 
ful how they harboured theſe ſort of Creatures amongſt them, as being ſenfible what bad 
Neighbours they were. 


But, Sir, they are nor all Attornies who go under that Denomination, bur a Pack of Ral. 
cals, who are the Authors of more” villanous PraCtices ; "a parcel” of poar pitiful knavith 
Solicitors, Petty-Foggers, and Makebates, whoſe Profefſion ir is ro diffetences, ro--pick 
flaws in Titles, and to' advance the Chicanerie or wrangling parr of the Law; and ir would 
amaZe a Man of Integrity and Honeſty, ro hear them in their Clubs e their brags, 
and value themſelves upon their knaviſh Performances. _ Sir, The Number of this Rank is 
very. great, I do not pretend ro make an exact Computation, but I may reaſonably affirm, 
thar ir exceeds that of the Attorneys of both the other Courrs joyned rogerher above five 
rimes. . This, Sir, ( give me leave ro mention it tro you) is inſufferable, foraſmuch as their 
PraQtice is an incroachment upon both King and People ; and I dare affirm ( and have 
often concurred with me in my Opinion ) that were all rhoſe that practice in this ſort forced 
.to become Arrornies, 'rwould- raiſe the King a very conſiderable Sum of Money. © Bur this, 
Sir, with humble ſubmiſſion, will be no way to promote the Cauſe in hand, and it would 
be a great hardſhip upon the honeſt Arrornies, for theſe Men who never ſerved as Clerks, 
according to the Rules of the Courts, ro be thus advanced into the ſame Rank with thoſe 
who have: And I rhink a broken Tradeſman, a blockheadly Scrivener, or a poor Vagabond, 
oughr nor to intermeddle in ſo Honourable a Profefion ; for with your leave, Sir, I give itthar 
Character, it having been ſo accounted in former Days, and no doubt would be io again, 
could ir once receive the Honour of coming under the care of your Honourable ſe, 
alrho* perhaps theſe may think rheir Cafe a lirtle hard ro be debarred from Henia if 
Money by that Profeffion now, by which they have loſt ſo much formerly, bur, Sir, Fu- 
ftitia firuat Calum, and they themſelves cannot bur chuſe bur confeſs, ( did not Intereft rule) 
bur thar their Practice is a great hardſhip upon the others who have paid for, and laboured 
ro obrain whar theſe uſurp. I could, Vir ſay much more upon this Point ; bur that I fear 
I ſhall be roo prolix and troubleſome, for I have a great deal yer -behind 'to trouble you 
with. | 


Another great Abuſe committed by Arornies, is their raking ſuch a Multitude of Clerks, 
thar I dare affirm, there is nor two in ten of twenty Years practice, bat what have had 
fifreen Clerks, this, Sir, give me leave 'to call a great Abuſe, fince I believe nor one Atrorney 
in 49 has ſufficient Practice ro employ 2 Clerks; bur granting they had, the Abuſe would 
be rhe ſame, becauſe the evil is the increaſe, and over ſtocking rhe "Profeſſion : Whereas, on 
the contrary, was every Attorney allowed but one Clerk, and he ro: ſerve him ſeven Years, 
the Number would not increaſe ſo prodigiouſly, and befides, there would then be Work for 
a parcel of poor Men, who, make it rheir Employment, and live by Copying and Engroffing 
other Perſons overplus Buſineſs, Bur, Sir, I believe I ſhall nor be miſtaken, if I rell you, thar 
ſome  Artrornies live by ir, and their Clerks keep them, and I think 150, and zcol. a piece, 
( which moſt Attorneys take with their Clerks ) is an intollerable Price, tor, Sir, that all pay af- 
rer that rate, for then ſo many poor People contd nor afford ro pur their Children ro this Practice ; 
ſome are taken as Foor-boys, and frota holding a Stirrup, advance by degrees to this pitch, and in- 
deed ir will be found upon Examination, that roo many of the Members of this Profeflion are thoſe 
whom their Parents intend ſhall live upon their Wirs, and generally ſer forward into the pry 
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wich but a ſmall beginoing,and pallflliy 
and it is only the Seandal i now lies und 


and I believe:you will concur wirh m 
ſhould have as good a fortune ro by 
therefore, Sir, 


dren to this 
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Beſides all this, Sir, the A es are ſo negligent in giving Inftruction to the Clerk: 

rake, that it muſt be one of ome goon 7, who duct profir b their Inftructions, they ciok ee 
porn their Dury, At rhey barely theldfee their Buſineſs, bur never take care ro inform their 
Underſtandings, and them rhoſe;things which do nor fall in the way of their Practice, how 
this s With their Conſciences know beſt, Bur, Sir, this is nor only a private Damage, bur 
a publick Evil ;'tis this makes ſo many Good Cauſes miſcarry, and the Law be accounted bur as 2 
Lotrery, wherein the Knave- may ſooner win then the honeſt Man, be the Cauſe guod or bad, 


I do not intend this, Sir, as an Argument againſt Young-men; no, on the. Contrary. they ought 

to; be encouraged, and I have abundance more to ſa yearn. the Old ones; thoſe a or, tha 190 
and conftanc Practice have learnt more ways to Chear than they will impart ro theic Clerks, = 
Arc to the Proverb, A Toung Lawyer and an old Phyſician are always beft, for he is not ſo uſed 
ro ng,and-therefore muſt ſtand upon his Guard,and is likelieft roo, ro rake the moſt care of 2 
Cauſe, becauſe he is > prwen, ro live and muſt ftrive- for a Repuration, bur the old lazy Arror- 
nies, who have fea their Nefts well, are loath ro move and Cuckoe, like, leave their Eggs ro 


be hatched by orher Birds, commonly truſting their bufineſs with their Clerks while they drink 
at-the Tavern, and rake their Pleaſure in the Country. 


By this means, Sir, we come to have ſuch an encreaſe of Arrornies, and they by their Tricks 
and Knaveries ſuch a decreaſe of Bufinels, that in truth half of them follow ſuch as does nor be- 
long to their Profeflion,; and amongft the reft, one way by which ſome of the worft fort of them 
live, is by being Commiſſioners in Statures of Bankrupt. You may ealily ſuppoſe, Sir, That ma- 
king this their Profeſſion they ftrive ro ger as much by ir as they can, and by their means thoſe 
good Laws which our Parliaments have made for the Advantage of gry are {0 ordered, rhar 
they really turn more the Adyantage of the Commiſſioners than any elſe; whereby the Creditor 
loſes his Money, orat leaſt che greareft parr of ir, and the poor Debror ( be he a Knave or an 
honeſt Man, 'tis all the ſame thing) is ruined, and all this by the PraCtice of the Commſlioners, 
who lull rhe Creditors on to a vigorous Proſecution of the Bankrupt, and under an Infinuation 
that the Bankrupr is a Knave, blind the Creditors Eyes from perceiving thatthey themſelves are 
really the grea Theſe PraQtiſes of theirs are as light as Day; and I profeſs I have often 
wondred that your Honours have nor been often beſought for Relief in this Marter ; burI believe 
Fearhas been an active cauſe of the contrary,rhe poor Debtor almott lying at their Mercies and dare 
nor adventure fo far as to ſeek Redreſs from your Honourable Houſe. It all were ſenfible of 
this Abuſe, certainly Compaſſion would cauſe an effeftual Proviſion ro be made for ir ; for while 
ſuch mercenary Men have a hand in the Commiſſions, not only Juſtice will be boughr and ſold, 
and he that bids moſt ſhall cerrainly. have moſt, bur the poor Debcor is in a fair way ro be ruin'd, 
not by having his Eftate divided amongft his Creditors ( for thar would be no hard caſe ) bur 
eat up by rhe Kings Commiſſioners, and I believe there is no neceflity for proving the badneſs of 
their Title to 1. 


I have one word concerning the Oath which the Artornies rake when rhey are admitred : This, 
Sir, pardon me If I call uſeleſs : ( as indeed are moſt of rhe preſent cuſtomary Oarhs ) For as ir is 
now worded, there is not one Arrorney in a bundred that keeps it. And therefore my humble 
Motion is, that a way may be found our, that fince an Oath will nor bind them ſome rhing ſhould 
be provided that would ; and I believe nothing would be to obligatory and difficulrtly broken, as if, 
beſides a new Oath, their Dury was inforced by a Bond to his Majeſty, and the new Oath ro be 
ſo drawn as to be more exprefſive, ſuch a one as the Wiſdom of the Houle of Commons ſhall pre- 
pare ; this is ſometimes found ro be more binding than that Ceremony called an Oath, [as ſome Gen- 
tlemen are pleaſed ro term ir ) which they think is of ſo lictle ute, that ren to one they torger it be- 
fore they go to Sleep. | 


Should I ſer abour it, Sir, ( not to mention their Practices upon Juries and Wirnefſes ) I could 
give you ſo large an Account: of the Knaveries prafticed by Country Attornies, that if you heard 
It all, ir would be tireſome to you, and fo our of good Manners I will forbear ro recite ſuch 
mean and numerous Rogueries. Bur ro give you a Specimen of them, I would nor have you 
ſurprized if Laffirm that they have their Men on purpole racreate and promore&Quarcls and Corirro- 
ve1fies in their Neighbourhoodg,and then ro employ them in patching rhem up again. Thele are ſur 
prizing Villanies, luch as are hardly credible bur their Agents. herein Town can give a ſtrange AC- 
count of them, and' rhe lirtle piriful Actions which they Commence ami Profecure ; and baw fre- 
quently rhey are employed to pro:ecute Aſſaules and Betteries, (Which are generally brought abour 
by their forementioned Officers, Nay, the very Officers of the Courts ( which is ſtrange ; becauſe 
they act herein againſt their own Intereſt ) have often declared themſclves aſhamed ro fign rheir 
Proecedings: 
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